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House Faces Voie on Funding Inielligence

By Katherine Fllison
Washington Post Stafl Writer

The House is expected to be con-
fronted azain next week with the
problem of authorizing billions of dol-
lars for the nation’s intellizence azen-
cies in almost complete ignorance..

Rep. Romano Mazzoli (D-Ky.), a
member of the House Intelligence
Committee, intends to offer an
amendment that would lift the se-
crecy just enough to force publication
of the total spendm'-" in the authonza'
tion bill.

The Carter administration has no
objection to the idea. Neither does the
Central Intelligence Agency. But the

House has turned out to be more pro--

tective.

Mazzoli says he has little hope of a.

majority, but wants to “keep people
thinking about why they make the de-
cisions they do.” He offered his
amendment in committee sessions this
year and last, and was voted down
both times.

“Even at times when the [Central"

Intelligence] Agency had a much
worse reputation than 1t does today,
these kinds of attempts have failed,”
said a House Intelligence Committea
staff member. .

The House measure would authorize
undisclosed sums for the conduct of
“intelligence-related activities” by the
CIA, Department of Defense, Defense
Intelligence Agency, National Secu-
rity Agency, Army, Navy and Air

Force, and the Departments of State,.

Treasury and Energy, FBI and Drug
Enforcement Administration. - -

Total spending for these actxvmes
accordma to a suppressed report of
the “House Intelligence Committee
that leaked in 1976, was estimaied to
exceed $10 billion. That figure appar-
ently included both direct and indi-
nct costs.

Committee Cha'rman Edward P. Bo-
land (D-Mass.) said his committee
voted against disclosing the sum this
year and last year because, “the ma-
jority feels it would lead to more
questions being asked.”

The publie. Boland said,. *“vould
want to know why, for instance, if the
oudget has a particular bulge in it one
year or not the next . .. . We don't
want to deal with these questions.”

“I don’t think the American publie
is particularly interested im that f\d
ure anyway,” he added. .. . .

- document is .so crammed wjth code
words and acronyms that it maLes lit-

‘United States. . -

‘want to give them as httle 1nf0rma-

-federal spending, “but 8 percent of
"controllable federal spending.”. About

. cal 1976—such as payments from the

Activities

. The’ committee keeps a Claablhed
Annex” in its office that House mem- |
bers can read to learn details of the |
authorization measure, but few have:
hothered since the system was estab-
lished last. year. Crities say the secrat

tle sense to outsiders.
In test:mony before the Commlttep

last year, CIA Director Stansfield
Turner said: “The administratiorn: dees
not object to [Congress} releasing.fo
the public a single overall budget fig-
ure of the U. S. intelligence commu-
nity.” But Turner said he oppesed
breaking down the frrure into its com-
ponents.

The FBI dlscloses the amount in
spends each year for domestic coun-
terterrorist- projects—authorized this
year at more than- $13.million—but
does not reveal how much it spends to
combat -foreign esplonaae in the

" ¢In that area, you're deahnv w1th
adversaries w1th ‘sophisticated intelli-
gence apparatus, and they could scan
a budget and deiermine what re-
sources are being used,” explained
FBI spokesman Homer Boynton. “We

txon as we can.’ :

Treasury Department spokesman
Jack Plum said the department’s intel-
ligence budget is used- to monitor fi-
nancial exchanges and the actions of
central banks in foreign countries.
~-“T frankly don’t know.. why there’s
any reason to keep that quxet >’ Plum
said. - - el

The Senate Intelhdence Commttee,
headed by Sen. Frank- Church (D-
Idaho) found in 1976 that U.S. intelli-
gence efforts then totaled 3 percent of

75 percent of federal spending for fis-

Social Security ‘trust .fund--are de-
scribed by the ad.muustrauon as “un-
controllable.”

- The committee at that tune re-
ported a lack of control over intelli-
gence spending by either the White
House Office - of \Ianagement and

‘Budget or by Congress... i 5 . .. .
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" The louse Commitiee on Intelli-
gence reported this year that the total
authorization for. 1930 intelligence
spending is substantially larger than
the amount authorized last year. but !
less than the administration requested.
The U.S. Constitution provides that
“a regular statement of account of the
receipts and expenditures of all public:
money shall be published from time
to time,” but thedebate over whether: .
this applies. to=intelligence spendmg

v has xet to be resolved. i
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